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THE COVER—San Gorgonio. In the Big Draw. 
By Robert C. Frampton. 


Epitror’s MiscELLANY 

Last February we wrote of the thought of 
making the bimonthly Bu//etin a monthly, 
beginning with Volume 32. It was more than 
a thought. It was a need—demonstrated over 
and over again. It would cost more, of course, 
but would be worth it. We could start out 
timidly, with 8-page issues, skipping the 
8-pager in April, when the magazine would 
come out, and publishing nothing in August. 

We are not starting out timidly. San Gor- 


gonio has loomed higher than ever over the 





southern California plain — several pages 
higher—and the publishing of authentic in- 
formation about this mountain of the Pacific 
Coast has required another 12 pages. The 
reading of them may not be so enjoyable as 


we should want Bulletin pages to be, but it 
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is important nevertheless. And a bigger, more 
frequent publication provides the only means 
of getting the full story to 5,000 members. 


* * * 


Bibliographers note. The December, 1946, 
annual magazine number will be in the mail 
almost concurrently with this issue, and will 
be followed (upon request) with a Table of 
Contents for the three annuals from 1944- 
1946, which will make one bound book, 
more easily handled than the four-volume 
books heretofore. It is suggested that persons 
wishing to bind the small monthly numbers 
bind them separately. A separate Table of 
Contents for them will be published at the 
close of 1949. The Table for the next three 
annuals will appear, theoretically, in May, 
1949. George Shochat has prepared an index 
for the first fifty years of the Bulletin (a 
monumental task!), and before we commit 
ourselves to the printer we should like to 
know how many members and libraries are 
interested (a factor in the price). 
* * Ox 
War benefit. The article on belaying in the 
current magazine number, by Leonard and 
Wexler, must surely be the all-time defini- 
tive monograph on the subject. Leonard 
would not have undertaken it had he not had 
4§ quiet days aboard ship returning from 
overseas. Wexler, with the National Bureau 
of Standards, had a prominent part in the 
research behind the article. The Army and 
World War II were collaborators in the re- 
search—to the tune of some $100,000. It all 
adds up to 33 pages of challenging reading. 
* * x 

Deadline, The next annual is to be in April 
and deadline for all copy is Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 1. We’re going to catch up with the 
schedule if we put out no more than two 


D.R.B. 


covers, 








Forestry 


_ 
< 


- 


WW, 


y 32. 


~ 
4 
- 
anthem’ 
a 


The Sai 
Souther? 


The | 
ing to b 
ary 19 ¢ 
Wild Ar 
as Y ose 
Park. 1) 
would s 
lasting t 
under F 
max of | 
of high 
pressure 
building 
original 
is suppo: 
case for 
the post 
dian of 
national 
paired. 
It is imy 
sons int 
threat cz 
There is 
schedule 
dino is 1 
Forest § 
as well 
country 
danger 
about to 

Here\ 
fewer v 
conserva 
aired be 
Commit 


Board oO 





more 
neans 


bers. 


946, 
mail 
will 

le of 

944- 

00k, 

lume 

&rsons 

bers 

e of 

’ the 

hree 

flay, 
dex 

zw (a 
mit 
e to 


are 


the 
and 
ini- 
ard 
had 
“om 
eau 
the 
and 
re- 
all 
ng. 


oril 
eb- 
the 


wo 





Ferestry 


sy 
2 


hy , WN 


c SIERRA CLUB BULLETIN, JANUARY, 1947 3 





—< 


y 32-F 





San Gorgonio Auction: 


Going, Going ,— 


The San Gorgonio Wild Area, unique in 


Southern California, is up for sacrifice. 


The Forest Service has announced a hear- 

ing to be held in San Bernardino on Febru- 
ary 19 Om its proposal to exclude from the 
Wild Area a section as vital to San Gorgonio 
as Yosemite Valley is to Yosemite National 
Park. If carried out, this proposed action 
would set a precedent that would become a 
lasting threat to the priceless primeval lands 
under Forest Service jurisdiction in the cli- 
max of the High Sierra, as well as in regions 
of high scenic caliber the country over. The 
pressure upon the Forest Service has been 
building up for several years, and unless its 
original stand in favor of Wilderness Areas 
is supported by a strong presentation of the 
case for wilderness there is grave danger that 
the position of the Forest Service as custo- 
dian of these urgently needed portions of a 
national scenic resource will be seriously im- 
paired. 
It is important—it is urgent—that all per- 
sons interested in conservation study this 
threat carefully, and act as soon as possible. 
There is no time to lose. The public hearing 
scheduled for February 19 in San Bernar- 
dino is the deadline. It is essential that the 
Forest Service hear, before that meeting 
as well as in it, from the people of this 
country who are aware of the nation-wide 
danger implicit in the irreversible step 
about to be taken. 

Herewith is presented at some length— 
fewer words cannot cover it—a digest of 
conservationist arguments that have been 
aired before the Sierra Club Conservation 
Committee, Winter Sports Committee, and 


Board of Directors in recent investigations. 


Friends of the wilderness, read this and 
act! Skiers who are not yet cognizant of wild 
values, but who are trying to open a Pan- 
dora’s box, study these pages and consider 
the damage about to be wrought at your 
urging! 

Communications should be addressed to 
Lyle Watts, Chief Forester, Forest Serv- 
ice, United States Department of Agri- 
culture, Washington, D.C. A copy should be 
sent to P. A. Thompson, Regional Forester, 
Forest Service, 630 Sansome Street, San 


Francisco. 


The Wilderness Is On Trial 
Careful study of what may well be called 
the San Gorgonio crisis entails a review 
of the Kings Canyon resolution of the 
Sierra Club. A careful study will demon- 
strate that unless each point of the resolution 
is completely refuted, there should be no 
modification. Each of the three points 
stands on its own. 

l. The Sierra Club favors acquisition 
of all privately owned land prior to the 
taking of any action which would increase 
the value of such land or provide access 
thereto, This would seem reasonable enough. 
If the Forest Service proposes to administer 
the area under any uniform policy, modi- 
fied or not, it can only administer it prop- 
erly if it controls all the land within the 
boundaries; such lands should be acquired 
before the price of it skyrockets because of 
surrounding improvements. Such private 
lands have proved to be one of the most dis- 
turbing problems of the National Park Serv- 
ice, now troubled with private holdings with- 
in national parks valued at an estimated 


$20,000,000. An isolated holding deep in 





On Mount San Gorgonio. Above, Big and Little draws, from Dry Lake ridge. 
Below, In the Little Draw. Photos By Robert C. Frampton. 
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San Gorgonia Wild Area (also known as 
a wilderness area or primitive area) was 
set aside by the Forest Service in 1931. 
Before the war the proposal was made 
that its boundary be modified to permit 
ski development. The Sierra Club, after 
hearing the arguments, was not willing to 
agree that the concept of wild and primi- 
tive areas should be abandoned there. In 
accordance with the club’s recommen- 
dation, the Forest Service deferred any 
further action until the war should end. 
The question was then brought up by the 
Service and referred to two club commit- 
tees, the Winter Sports and Conservation 
committees. 

Both committees listened to arguments 
pro and con, several members studied the 
matter on the ground, and both commit- 
tees recommended that the present boun- 
daries be retained, for reasons which are 
expanded below. At the Kings Canyon 
meeting in September, 1946, the Board 
of Directors, upon the receipt of these 
recommendations and after hearing de- 
tailed arguments by persons advocating 
modification, passed a three-point resolu- 


tion, saying in effect that: acquisition of 





San Gorgonio: The Story Thus Far 


private holdings on San Gorgonio is an 
essential prerequisite to any sound policy 
of control of the region; that modifica- 
tion should not be discussed until the 
Forest Service produced the plan for 
which modification was sought; and that 
in any event the value of San Gorgonio 
as wilderness for all should take prece- 
dence over its development for any spe- 
cial group. Officials of the California Ski 
Association later agreed informally with 
the first two parts of the resolution, but 
could not agree with the last part. 

The Forest Service, apparently dis- 
agreeing with all three parts of the reso- 
lution, has recommended to the Chicf 
Forester that the heart of the area be ex- 
cluded—a corridor from the north boun- 
dary to the summit through the scenic 
climax of the entire region. The Chief 
Forester agreed, g0-day notice of inten- 
tion has been filed and a public hearing 
called to consider any objections. Re- 
gardless of what happens at the public 
hearing, the Forest Service may modify 
the area as it sees fit. There is no further 
safeguard provided for a Forest Service 
Wilderness Area or Wild Area. 








a wilderness area can easily destroy a plan 


‘ 


for “controlled” development if, through 
fine highways provided by the Forest Serv- 
ice it becomes easily accessible. Keep in 
mind that the Forest Service cannot prevent 
construction of access roads to such private 
lands once their building becomes economi- 
cally feasible. 

Il. [The Sierra Club favors] the making 
of a complete factual study and the for- 


mulation of specific plans prior to holding 
any hearing on the modification of the 
boundaries of such area, The hearing is now 
scheduled without such study and plans 
having been made available to interested 
organizations by the Forest Service. Various 
proposals have issued informally from that 
agency from time to time; none of these 
has been given the authoritative name of 


plan. Of course, a plan can be drawn over- 
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Above, Ski-mountaineering party descending Christmas Tree Hill. 


Below, Edelweiss Hut in spring. Photos by Robert C. Frampton. 
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night, and presented too late for full con- 
sideration, but we are not accustomed to such 
plans from the Forest Service. For one ex- 
ample, the Forest Service plan for Kings 
Canyon, although now superseded by plans 
of the National Park Service, was skillfully 
conceived and excellently prepared. But, 
heretofore, the Service has sought the advice 
of such groups as the Sierra Club, and has 
allowed time for that advice to be considered 
both before and after its being given. Why 
the rush? If there is a plan, where is it? 

Ill. [Te Sierra Club favors] the recog- 
nition that the preservation without im- 
pairment of the unique wilderness character 
of this area is paramount to the construction 
of ski facilities. Here it is not so easy to see 
black which 


highly controversial matter, having ramifi- 


which is and white. It is a 
cations of nation-wide importance, which 


finds advocates of both sides within the 
same club. But can a conservation organiza- 
tion place the construction of ski facilities, 
or any development, above wilderness? 
Little space is available here to air the views 
of persons who think so. The Sierra Club’s 


purpose is to enlist public support in con- 





serving—and not in exploiting, if ever so 
slightly—the natural features of mountains. 
There are plenty of persons who oppose 
wilderness; they need no encouragement 
The this 


amplifies the Sierra Club stand on wilder- 


here. remamder of discussion 
ness. It would be pleasant to duck this en- 
tire issue, Certainly that would be the politic 
thing to do. But there is too much at stake. 
The wilderness concept is on trial, is up 


for sacrifice under the guise of compromise. 


Let It Go? 


The Forest Service set up wilderness areas 
and wild areas because it saw a need for 








them. The Sierra Club and kindred organiza- 
tions will be ever grateful to men of the For- 
est Service for their inauguration of a wilder- 
ness concept. Administrative safeguard has 
since then needed strengthening, not weaken- 
ing. Unlike national parks, created by Act of 
Congress, national forest wilderness areas are 
created, with the approval of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, by the Chief Forester, and 
may be changed by him. They are subject 
to entry by mining and power interests, 
and they are maintained only by eternal 
vigilance. 

It is easier for the Forest Service to let 
wilderness go by the board than to fight to 
hold it. As long as valuable wilderness exists, 
it will be coveted by pressure groups who 
wish to exploit it. But when a wilderness 
goes, it leaves on a one-way road. The wil- 
derness is gone, and it will avail none of 
those who cherish it to urge its preservation 
any longer. It will not restore itself in our 
time. On the one hand, then, there is the 
eternal clamor for development; on the 
other hand there is only quiet admiration of 
the wild, or silent regret at its passing. How 
often it is that the wheel that squeaks gets 


the grease! 


It is nevertheless often said by moderate 
persons who advocate modifying San Gor- 
gonio that to resist any change is to invite the 
build-up of a hysterical demand that will 
destroy all wilderness. Consequently these 
persons feel there must be a slight change 
in boundary and a relaxation of restrictions 
in the excluded area. Then, it is argued, the 
pressure will subside, as if a safety valve had 
have 
said that they believed the Service could 
make a slight withdrawal, and then hold 


been released. Forest Service men 


fast to the improved position. Are they cor- 


rect in their belief? 
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The Area of Agreement 
There seems to be agreement on the fol- 
lowing premises: 

1. Wilderness is a good thing. We know 
how to use it. We approve it. 

2. San Gorgonio is the only high moun- 
tain Wild Area now remaining in Southern 
California. There is plenty of desert wil- 
derness, but San Gorgonio is different. It 
is alpine, and has its own water and forest, 
meadow and lakes. 

3. San Gorgonio receives substantial sum- 
mer use as wilderness by a great many or- 
ganizations, many of them youth organi- 
zations. Vastly improved access would over- 
burden the area and damage its wildlife. 

4. San Gorgonio provides the best skiing 
south of Sequoia National Forest, and can 
be used in winter only by such ski racers, 
tourers, or ski mountaineers as are willing to 
climb on foot (or skis). Few skiers use it 
in this manner, although a similar super- 
lative ski area in the East (Tuckerman 
Ravine), while hardly 


nevertheless receives heavy winter use. 


more accessible, 

5. There are thousands of Southern Cal- 
ifornia skiers who are entitled to good ski 
development, but who, to reach it in a poor 
winter, must now travel far (25 miles far- 
ther than San Franciscans, 100 miles less 
than New Yorkers, and 245 miles farther 
than Salt Lake City skiers). 

6. Travel time to presently developed 
ski areas other than San Gorgonio will 
steadily diminish, and other new areas will 
be developed further (such as McGee Creek, 
Mammoth, and San Jacinto with its proposed 
tramway from Palm Springs). 

7. It would be a feather in the cap of 
the Californian to claim that an area at San 
Gorgonio’s latitude was the Sun Valley of 
the South, only better. 


8. If San Gorgonio were fully developed, 








its nearness to Los Angeles would inevitably 
bring such throngs to the limited area of the 


slopes that severe traffic congestion would 


San Gorgonio spring snow. By Robert C. Frampton. 
result on the highway and on the slopes. 
[ Alta, just outside Salt Lake City, is al- 
ready overcrowded on week ends. On San 
Gorgonio, near a much larger population, 
it might be difficult to see the snow for the 
skiers, tobogganers, and snowballers.] Faull 
development is not desirable. 

g. There is real avalanche hazard on the 
upper slopes, recognized by experts, and 
clear in the accompanying photographs. 

These nine points of agreement are 
oversimplified here, but they are essentially 
correct and can be documented. 

The Issue 


The area of disagreement between the 
Forest Service proposal and the Sierra Club 
recommendations would seem to be defined 


in two statements: 
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For modification —San Gorgonio is the 
only good, close ski area, and the boundary 
of the Wild Area should be modified to 
permit improved access for skiers. The new 
boundary will be held, and development 
in the excluded area will be closely super- 
vised. 

Against modification—San Gorgonio is 
the only wild area in Southern California 
and is already too small; the area being 
excluded is coming from its heart, and no 
ski development—with roads, buildings, 
and lifts—so far proposed is compatible 
with the heavy summer or unique winter use 
as wilderness, which is paramount. The first 
necessary step in the control of excluded- 
area development, and for that matter, in 
the control of development in the mutilated 
remains of the Wild Area, is acquisition of 
privately held land. That step has been 
neglected and is thereby becoming a progres- 
sively costlier step. 

Why Wilderness Is Paramount 
It is unwise to jeopardize a unique area, 


already heavily used as is, until (@) it can 


xe shown that the present users will not 


e deprived of their enjoyment of its wil- 
derness, and (4) it can be shown that ade- 
quate ski facilities for Southern Californians 
can never be developed outside of the 
present Wild Area. The new _ boundary 
will be harder to hold than the present one. 
If the Forest Service intends to abolish 
the Wild Area, if only by indirect action, 
let this be stated, then argued on its merits. 
If not, however, and if the crux of the 
Forest Service argument centers on the 
claim that a new wild area boundary can 
be more easily held than the present bound- 
ary, then further arguments demand consid- 
eration, and there should be no modification 
unless they can be completely refuted: 


\ Any modification that invites use by 


more people invites further demands. It is 
seen that by tolerating unauthorized cabins 
in the San Gorgonio Wild Area, however 
good the reason may have been, the Forest 
Service has encouraged the advances of the 
skiers who now demand further develop- 
ment. If the Forest Service is now going to 
submit to the persuasion of a relatively 


‘ 


small number of “enthusiastic and some- 
times even evangelical skiers” who want to 
plant seed in the Wild Area, how is the 
Forest Service going to resist the enterpris- 
ing and not always evangelical men who 
follow the skiers to harvest the crop! When 
is the best time to patch a break in a levee? 
If the Forest Service officials cannot stop 
a trick!e, how do they intend to stay a flood? 

B. Conservation provides no precedent 
for the belief that a conservationist strength- 
ens his position by retreating. The Forest 
Service is committed to conservation. 

C. If the trickle of skiers is to be allowed 
to erode the San Gorgonio Wild Area, then 
what is to become of the remaining Wilder- 
ness Areas in the High Sierra, and in all the 
United States? If, because a skier doesn’t 
want to make the one-hour climb to San 
Gorgonio skiing or to spend the time to drive 
to the good areas in Yosemite or on the east 
side of the Sierra, he is to be allowed to 
usurp near-by wilderness, then how much 
more justifiable it will be for any powerful 
economic interest, and not just a group of 
recreation seekers, to move in on other wil- 
derness! They will have a precedent, and a 
right good one! 

Where wilderness is concerned, there can 
be no compromise. Wilderness, like life 
itself, is absolute. A man cannot literally 
he half dead or half alive. He is dead or he 
is alive, A developed area cannot be wild, 

Let it be understood that this plea is not 


being made in a spirit antagonistic to skiers 
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and skiing. The complete opposite is true. 
California—all of California—needs one 
or two really first-rate ski areas, far exceed- 
ing anything which now exists, California 
has the snow and the terrain. It is necessary 
—and it is fun—to plan these areas. It will 
be more fun to watch them in the build- 
ing. The greatest pleasure of all will be to 
get out on the snow at these super areas, 
to ride good, fast lifts up at least 3,000 


feet above a resort placed high enough to 


ETIN, 
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20,000,000 acres of snow country in Cal- 
ifornia, and few of them have been devel- 
oped. But the skier who in his unbridled en- 
thusiasm is all out for developing everything, 
who wants to save nothing as it is, who en- 
visages nothing but a sky-spiraling curve of 
forever-and-ever-increasing millions on skis 
—this skier should throw in a hard christy, 
screech to a stop, and survey the course as 
calmly as he can. The sole value of a moun- 


tain is not just that it tips a snow slope down- 
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Sketch Map of 
be in good snow, and to watch California 
skiers develop in the way they can develop 
when—and only when—they have a few 
good, stiff down-mountain courses to run. 

California needs more areas for week-end 
skiing throngs, and more areas that will 
cater to the increasing number of skiers who 


can take more time to get to a back-country 


chalet and spend several days—or weeks— 
there, with or without lifts. More touring 
huts and trails are needed, too. There are 


a Gorgonio Wild Area, showing proposed modification. 
[From a sketch by Nathan C. Clark, Mugelnc 


, December 19, 1946.] 


hill. It has other uses, and other users who 
deserve consideration and who, being given 
consideration, will continue to feel chari- 
table toward the skier and his drain upon the 
public purse and his requests of the Forest 
Service and National Park Service. 

The skier, in the enthusiasm of his schuss, 
should look well beyond his ski tips, to make 
sure that he is not going to hurt someone, 
and injure himself in the bargain. 


D. R. B. 
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winter recreation. 


Hill.” 


Tree Hill. 
3. The area which includes: 
(a) Christmas Tree Hill 
(b) The north face 
(c) The Big Draw 
(d) The Little Draw 


from the Dollar Lake. 


San Francisco, California 


December 11, 1946 


Public Notice 
In response to public demand the Forest Service proposes to modify the boundaries 
of the San Gorgonio Primitive Area on the San Bernardino National Forest. The 


reason for the proposed modification is to permit the development of the area for 


It is proposed to exclude from the primitive area the following: 
1. The area which is part of the “Barton Flats” up to and including “Poop Out 


2. A corridor for a service road up the South Fork Canyon to the foot of Christmas 


(e) The Manzanita Hill and the open slopes on the opposite side of the moraine 


Ninety days notice of this intention is hereby given. 

In order to give all interested parties an opportunity to express themselves on the 
question of the modification of the boundaries, a public hearing will be held at the 
Municipal Auditorium at Pioneer Park, Sixth and E Streets, San Bernardino, Cali- 


fornia, at 10 o’clock A.M. on February 19, 1947. 


Signed: 
r. A. ‘THOMPSON 


Regional Forester 














The Forest Service News Release 


San Francisco, December 11.—Regional 
Forester P. A. Thompson of the California 
Region, U. S. 


today that in response to public demand the 


Forest Service, announced 


Forest Service proposes to modify the boun- 
daries of the San Gorgonio Primitive Area 
in the San Bernardino National Forest to 
permit its development for winter recrea- 


tion. 


He added that a hearing will be held in 
San Bernardino at ten o’clock, February 
19, 1947 at the Municipal Auditorium, Pio- 
neer Park, Sixth and E Streets. This meeting 
has been called in accordance with Forest 
Service regulations, which also require 
ninety days’ public notice before any changes 
are made in primitive area boundaries. 

The Forest Service proposes to modify the 
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boundaries of the 35,635-acre primitive 
area so that the snow slopes of San Gorgonio, 
highest peak south of the Tehachapis, may be 
developed for winter recreation. In its pres- 
ent status no improvements can be provided, 
no permanent structures built, and no 
roads constructed within the area. Because 
of these limitations, the most desirable ski 
terrain in southern California with a long 
season of dependable snow conditions has 


not been accessible to the public. 


The San Gorgonio Primitive Area was 
established in 1931 and includes the upper 
slopes of the San Gorgonio Mountain Range 
from the 7,000-foot contour to the peak 


of “Old Greyback,” 11,485 feet. At the 
time the area was created, the Forest Service 
pointed out that “snow remains on the high- 
est points much of the year,” but the keen 
demand for the use of mountain ski slopes 
in the Southland was not anticipated. 

To correct this situation, which now 
requires skiers from Southern California 
to make long trips to dependable snow 
slopes elsewhere, the Forest Service proposes 
to provide access from Barton Flats on the 
Mill Creek Highway and to permit de- 
velopment of the ski slopes. All develop- 
ments would be strictly in accordance with 
a Forest Service plan and operated under 


Forest Service supervision. 


San Gorgonio: Another Viewpoint 


[ The editorial appearing in preceding pages 
is a development of the Sierra Club position 
with respect to San Gorgonio. It has borne 
the careful scrutiny and embraces the sug- 
gestions of experts—expert skiers, attorneys, 
engineers, practical businessmen, conserva- 
tionists all, extremists none. It goes without 
saying that there are many other views. There 
is not space for all, but the following con- 
tribution, by a member who requests that it 
be published anonymously, is exceptionally 
well presented. Ep. } 

We are faced with a fact. The U.S. Re- 
giona] Forester has recommended a change 
in the boundaries of the San Gorgonio Wild 
Area and a public hearing has been set for 
interested persons to present their view- 
points, Presumably at this hearing some win- 
ter sports enthusiasts and resort promoters 
will paint rosy pictures of the ideal develop- 
ments which would follow a change of 
boundary, and ardent conservationists will 


object to any change of boundaries for any 


purpose whatever. The hearing will then 
resolve itself into a conflict between the 
promises of the developers and the fears of 
the wilderness lovers. 

Does not common sense require that the 
problem be approached in a more construc- 
tive manner? Cannot the long range public 
interest be served better by considering land 
use planning first and change of boundaries 
as an incidental question? 

Let us look at a few facts and policies 
bearing on the subject: 

1. Wilderness areas should be preserved 
for the benefit of both present and future 
generations. 

2. The value of wilderness areas does not 
lie in their being set aside in splendid isola- 
tion as museum pieces, but in their use by 
human beings for inspiration, invigoration 


and escape from a mechanized civilization. 





3- Human use requires reasonable access 


not highways leading to every valley and 


tramways to every mountain, but gateways 
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from which persons of average physical 
stamina can “hit the trail.”” Our national 
parks contain such gateways. Our club pur- 
poses include “rendering accessible.” Any 
other policy would confine the use of the 
wilderness to the aristocracy of the physi- 
cally super-fit. The average man is just as 
much entitled to and in greater need of the 
inspiration which the wilderness affords. 

4. The phenomenal increase in skiing, not 
only as a downhill sport, but also as a means 
of locomotion over the snow-covered wil- 
derness, requires that plans and policies for 
administration of these areas shall include 
consideration of winter use. 

5. Although wilderness areas should be 
considered a sacred trust, wilderness boun- 
daries should not be. Such boundaries as 
originally located frequently, and in the 
case of the San Gorgonio Primitive Area do, 
follow contour lines and section lines. A pro- 
posed extension or retraction of a boundary 
line should be decided on the basis of wheth- 
er it will increase or decrease the over-all 
value of the wilderness for the human use 
it is designed to serve. Arguments addressed 
to “the principle of changing wilderness 
boundaries” should be considered a form of 
intellectual myopia. 

6. From the standpoint of human use and 
enjoyment, gateways are an integral part of 
wilderness areas. As in national parks, their 
development should be rigidly controlled to 
insure that they will aid rather than impair 
enjoying the wilderness. Because of the 
character of improvements which must be 
included, gateways cannot be tolerated with- 
in wilderness boundaries. To secure needed 
control they must then be set aside as re- 
stricted areas, 

7. Pressure from developers and errors of 


judgment of governmental officials consti- 


tute ever-present threats to any restricted 
development plan for a gateway. Insurance 
against this threat can be secured by requir- 
ing the same sort of public hearing to change 
a gateway development plan that is now re- 
quired to modify a wilderness boundary. 


8. It appears to be agreed by both propo- 
nents and opponents that the San Gorgonio 
Wild Area is the finest wilderness in South- 
ern California from the standpoint of sum- 
mer use, and likewise has the best skiing and 
ski touring terrain of any of the Southern 
California mountain ranges. Many persons 
in a position to judge claim it is the only 
area south of Tehachapi which assures satis- 
factory skiing conditions throughout the 


winter season. 


The conclusions to be derived from the 


foregoing are obvious. 


The Forest Service is presented with an 
opportunity at the coming hearing to do 
something better than act as referee between 


warring advocates of differing conceptions. 





It can if it desires 

1. Employ the hearing to develop in co- 
operation with both summer and winter 
users a plan which will provide for a reason- 
able and proper type of winter use with min- 
imum impact on wilderness values. 

2. From such plan determine what area 
if any must be excluded from the present 
wild area to provide for a summer and win- 
ter gateway. 

3. Establish a land use and restrictions 
plan covering the gateway area. 

4. Commit the Forest Service to holding 
a public hearing prior to making any excep- 
tions or modifications of the adopted plan. 

5. Determine what parcels of privately 


owned property within the San Gorgonio 
iy > g 





14 STERRA 


Wild Area would be increased in value or 
made potentially accessible by the comple- 
tion of the development plan, and withhold 
any executive order changing boundaries 
until such land is acquired by the govern- 
ment. 


It may well be that human intelligence i 
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not capable of evolving a plan which will 
provide reasonable winter use without de- 
stroying the wilderness, Until the making of 
such a plan is earnestly attempted, however, 
it cannot be said that it is hopelessly objec- 
tionable. The result is too important to pre- 


determine its impossibility. 


Reaction from New Jersey 


[The following is from a letter recently re- 

ceived by Lewis F. Clark from Art Har- 

rison, Nassau Tavern, Princeton, N. J.J 
The latest [Bulletin] was of particular 


} 


interest because the recommendations of 


the Club were so closely parallel to my own 


views on the San Gorgonio question. In 


Wanted: Deer 


knows where to find deer 


juring the summer months. Where do these 
in the winter? 

The Division of 
like skier 


tion. The deer not only go down the slope 


inimal vo 
Fish and Game would 


ques- 


to help them answer this q 


in the fall, but also tend to funnel into re- 
where excessive num- 


stricted winter range 


bers of animals may come together. Thi 


crowding is sometimes injuriou to the deer 
and it is often very injurious to the plants 
upon which the animals depend for food. 


In an effort to save both deer and brow Cc, 


commendation 


Committee, “Its 


fact, | would add to the re 
of the Winter 


boundaries 


Sports 
should be retained because of 
ms . oe , me 
its unique winter value as a wil 
‘7 


I’ve walked that trai] many times, and I'd 


] I’m concerned, 


gladly do it again. As far as 


+} » ] } 
the road goes close enough. 


Hunters on Skis 


both the state and the Forest Service are co- 
operating in a detailed study of the winter 
ranges of deer throughout the Sierra. It is 
- 


important that all winter range ind route 


of migration be located. Skiers who chance 
to see deer in their cross-country travels are 
requested to note the place, the date, the 
number of animals seen, and the direction 
in which they were going if tracks indicate 


that they are really on the move. 


Report 
the results of winter deer hunts to Milton 
Hildebrand, 


mittee, 


are of the Conservation Com- 
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Directors Consider Many Conservation Matters 


The meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Sierra Club, held in San Francisco on 
December 7, was noteworthy not only for 
the length of the session, but also for the 
volume of business dealt with. As the size 
of the Club and the number of its trans- 
actions increase, so does the agenda. More 
Board 


tend to adopt a faintly incredulous air when 


recently elected members of the 
told that meetings “in the good old days” 
were concluded before lunch. This year 
they did well to get to the Annual Dinnet 
on time. 

Among the principal matters dealt with 
at the meeting were the following: 

Kings 
firmed approval of the National Park Serv- 


Canyon Road. The Board con- 


ice policy for developments in the Kings 
Canyon area, as set forth in the Olmsted 
report [to be published in the 1947 An- 
nual j. 
(consisting of Directors Farquhar, Brower, 
Colby, Hildebrand, and Starr) which had 


been appointed to study the report and its 


It was agreed that the committec 


application was to continue, keeping the 
Board informed on the matter. 

Natural Resources Council of America. 
The directors considered the report by Dor- 
thy M. Hill on the organization meeting 
of this 
Caves Nationa] Park. The Council, which 


body, held recently at Mammoth 


is to be made up of outstanding conserva- 


+ 


tion organizations, is intended to keep 


member organizations informed on Federal 


i. Sie 
evisiation 


and important executive action 
concerned with conservation, and to provide 
channels for obtaining expert and authenti: 
information on related scientific problems. 
After some discussion of the responsibilities 


and benefits of membership in the Council, 


the Board moved to join the organization on 
a one-year basis, contributing $100 toward 
the expense of its operation. 

National Wildland Belts, The Secretary 
read correspondence which he had had with 
those sponsoring a bill to provide for the 
setting aside of belts of wild land along 
certain trails, waterways, etc. His letter 
had contained the objections expressed by 
the Executive Committee and by the Con- 
servation Committee. The reply which he 
had received explained that many organi- 
zations had expressed similar objections to 
weaknesses in the proposed bill, and that 
the bill would be redrafted and submitted 
to the Sierra Club again before being sent to 
Congress. 

San Gorgonio Wild Area, Probably stimu- 
lating more discussion than any other matter 
dealt with during the day was the question 
of the San Gorgonio Wild Area. (Four days 
later it was announced by the regional office 
of the United States Forest Service that a 
hearing on the proposed revision of the 
boundaries of the Wild Area is to be held 
in San Bernardino on February 19.) Presi- 
dent Robinson urged that the Sierra Club 
participate in some way in the formulation 
of a plan of development which, he said, 
“should be part of the provision for any 


change in boundary.”’ He stated that unle 


a survey is made in which summer and winte 


users of this area participate, the matte 


“may remain in stalemate until public pres- 


sure becomes so great on one side or anoth« 
that hasty and unsatisfactory action is taken,” 
He suggested that the Sierra Club should 
stimulate formation of a study group, in- 
cluding representatives of both winter and 


summer users of the area, to formulate sug- 
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gestions consistent with Sierra Club policy 
already stated, but without committing the 
Board to approval of any plan evolved. 

However, in the discussion which fol- 
lowed it was pointed out that for the Sierra 
Club to participate in formulating a plan 
of development could not be consistent with 
the sense of the resolutions adopted at the 
September meeting of the Sierra Club Di- 
rectors, but would be contrary to the prin- 
ciples on which they were based. 

It was suggested by Lewis F. Clark that 
many Club members feel that the skiers’ 
interests should be considered, and that it 
might be well “for us not to be too timid 
about showing an interest in things really 
within our own field.’”” He recommended 
that a study of both winter and summer 
values of the area be made, entirely inde- 
pendent of that by a committee of the Cali- 
fornia Ski Association (“‘which is trying 
to be impartial, but really cannot be, al- 
though tempered by the presence of Sierra 
Club members on the committee’’). 

Arthur H. Blake, Chairman of the Con- 
servation Committee, pointed out that con- 
sideration is being given to winter sports 
enthusiasts, but that the many Sierra Club 
members who are not skiers would oppose 
abolition of a wilderness. (Mr. Blake shares 
with many others a doubt that any plan for 
only partial development could be adhered 
to in the face of public pressure, once any 
revision in the wilderness status of the area 
has been made. ) 

Various suggestions having been made as 
to the scope and responsibility of a study 
committee, David R. Brower raised a ques- 
tion: would not any step resulting in de- 
velopment in the present San Gorgonio 
Wild Area constitute a retreat from the 


proper stand of the Sierra Club, lessening 


the effectiveness of its future opposition to 
development? He stated his belief that any 
development whatever would multiply the 


pressures for further development. 


The statement that the Sierra Club would 
do better to take part in the original for- 
mulation of plans, rather than to oppose 
offered, raised the 


whether or not the opening of the San 


everything question 
Gorgonio Wild Area is a foregone con- 
clusion. Francis P. Farquhar then offered 
this summary of the Board’s opinion: that 
the line must be held unless it can be proved 
(with the burden of proof resting on those 
who wish revision) that it is in the interest 
of the entire community that the proposed 
modification be made. Recognizing the de- 
sirability of ski development, the directors 
must yet realize that this is the one remain- 
ing wilderness area available to a large 
metropolitan area. 

Jack Barnard, Secretary of the Conser- 
vation Committee, stated his conviction 
that if the Sierra Club is truly a conserva- 
tion organization, then its position should 
be against any revision of the boundaries 
of wilderness areas, and that it should not 
retreat from that position by offering to 
make any plan for revision, It was then that 
Joel H. Hildebrand raised the question 
whether or not avy modification in use of 
the area could possibly be consistent with 
the resolutions adopted by the Board in 
September. He also pointed out that most 
of the skiers who are interested in the de- 
velopment of the San .Gorgonio area could, 
with but little more travel than most Cali- 
fornia skiers make, reach highly superior 
areas along the east side of the Sierra; he 
further suggested that proximity of ski 
fields was not absolutely essential to main- 


tenance of interest in winter sports; the 
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British maintain ski associations although 
they must travel to Switzerland for their 
skiing! 

The discussion was concluded with the 
agreement that no new committee would be 
set up to study the matter, but that it would 
be referred to existing committees for fur- 
ther study. 

Chapters and Committee. Report 


Reports were received form the Loma 
Prieta Chapter (Hermann L. Horn, Chair- 
man), Mother Lode Chapter (Mary P. 
Abeel, Chairman), and Riverside Chapter 
(Robert J. Hallock, Chairman), all of 
which indicated growing membership as 
well as increasing interest in Sierra Club 
activities. The Mother Lode Chapter has 
been particularly concerned with problems 
relating to the Calaveras Grove of Big 
Trees, and the Loma Prieta Chapter with 
those of the Butano Forest and the Berry 
Creek Falls area. 

Other reports, and action taken on them, 
included the following: 

Outing Committee (Richard M. Leonard, 
Chairman). A condensed financial state- 
ment was presented, setting forth an analy- 
sis of the costs of operating each of the 
Club’s various outings for every year since 
1934 for which records are available. 

Trails (Walter A. 


Chairman). A compilation of reports and 


Committee Starr, 
recommendations, received from members 
and others who traveled the trails in 1946, 
summarized information on the condition 
of trails in parts of Mono, Inyo, and Sierra 
national forests, and in parts of Sequoia, 
Kings Canyon, and Yosemite national parks. 
Copies are to be sent to appropriate officials 
of the National Park Service and Forest 
Service. 

Mr. Starr pointed out that the Park and 


Forest services “have been starved for years 
for maintenance funds,” and that trails had 
had to be neglected during the war because 
of manpower shortages as well as lack of 
funds. A resolution was passed urging al- 
location of money by the National Park 
Service and by the Forest Service for repair 
of neglected trails. Copies of this resolution 
are to be sent not only to Forest and Park 
Service officials, but also to California mem- 
bers of Congress, together with copies of 
Starr’s Guide to the John Muir Trail. 

Hildebrand, 
Chairman). Accounts were given of 1946 
activities at the Shasta Alpine Lodge (Vivian 
and William Bridge Cooke, custodians), 
Parsons Memorial Lodge (Violet and Mar- 
shall Jencks, custodian), and LeConte Me- 
morial Lodge (Mrs. Enid Michael, cus- 


todian). Mention was made of possible fu- 


Lodge Committee (Alex 


ture construction at the Shasta and LeConte 
Lodges to improve the accommodations for 
the custodians. It was stated that the roof of 
the LeConte Lodge is to be repaired or re- 
placed as soon as materials and labor are 
available. 

There was brief discussion of the possible 
status of Shasta Alpine Lodge should the 
present road be extended to its vicinity, 
but it was agreed that no policy can be de- 
cided upon until it is known what develop- 
ments are to be carried out. 

The policy to be followed in the adminis- 
tration of the Parsons Memorial Lodge was 
set forth thus: 

1. The Parsons Lodge will continue, as 
at present, as a summer meeting place, moun- 
taineering-information source, and emer- 
gency shelter. 

2. The McCauley Cabin will continue 
to be used to house the custodians in summer. 


3. Campsites will continue to be used 
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by members and their guests on a first-come- 
first-served basis. No “campsite improve- 
ments” such as tables and masonry fireplaces 
are contemplated. 

4. Aside from emergency use of Parsons 
Lodge, any summer indoor accommodations 
or bedding rentals are purely incidental, 
and no additional facilities will be con- 
structed. 

5. Qualified members, known to the Com- 
mittee as competent and reliable, may ob- 
tain permission to use the McCauley Cabin 
or possibly the main lodge in the winter. 

Also, it is probable that a small charge 
will henceforth be made of members and 
their guests camping on the Sierra Club’s 
property at Tuolumne Meadows. 

The Lodge Committee is hoping that 
some way may be found to stop the leaking 
of the roof of the Muir Hut, in Muir Pass, 
which will neither be unsightly nor involve 
a prohibitive amount of labor. 

The Keller Peak and San Antonio huts 
have been improved, respectively, by in- 
stallation of an electric generator and by 
application of a new aluminum roof. A 
simpler and more efficient method of hand- 
ling the finances of these huts has been 
worked out. 

Appended to the report of the Lodge 
Committee was a summary on the extent of 
and titles to Sierra Club properties at all 
the Club’s lodges and huts (including the 
Flora and Azalea lakes property in the 
Norden area) and at Zumwalt Meadows, 
in Kings Canyon. 

Discussion by the Board brought out the 
importance of an educational program at 
LeConte Lodge as a unique opportunity 
for proper representation of the Sierra Club 


to an interested public. 


In connection with the Lodge Committee 


report, President Robinson announced an 
offer by the parents of the late William 
Shand, Jr. Club 


climber, and skier, who was killed in an 


(Sierra mountaineer, 
automobile accident last August) to con- 
tribute up to $3,000 toward the construction 
and operation by the Sierra Club of a me- 
morial hut in the Sierra somewhere south of 
Yosemite. The Board moved grateful ac- 
ceptance of the generous offer, and pro- 
vided for the appointment of a committee 
to investigate - possible sites and structures 
for this purpose. 

It.was also announced that Bill Shand’s 
extensive mountaineering library was to be 
given to the Sierra Club. 

Library Committee (Alfred E. Weiler, 
Chairman). The work of the Committee 
in cataloguing, binding, and arranging of 
library material has progressed in spite of 
a shortage of help. The Chairman hopes 
that a way can be found to interest more 
members in the work of this committee, 
and of others similarly handicapped, and 
to stimulate more volunteer help in impor- 
tant undertakings. 

The Library Chairman requested and 
received authorization to restrict circulation 
of Sierra Club library materials, so that ir- 
replaceable items will not be lost or dam- 
aged. 

Glacier Study Committee (Oliver Kehr- 
lein, Chairman). Glaciers were studied and 
reported on to the Geophysical Union and 
the U. S. Geological Survey by Sierra Club 
Base Camp members during the summer of 
1946, and four Sierrans participated in the 
American Alpine Club’s survey of the North 
Palisade Glacier. Weldon Heald was ap- 
pointed an additional member of the Com- 
mittee. The sum of $20 was appropriated 
for the purchase of photographs. 
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Winter Sports Committee (Lewis F. 
Clark, Chairman). A summary of the scope 
and activities of the Committee and its sub- 
committees set forth the many ways in which 
skiing and winter touring have been fur- 
thered by Sierra Club members, and future 
projects for the Winter Sports Committee 
were listed. [An expansion of this report is 
to be published in the February Monthly. | 

Organization Committee (William P. 
Boland, Chairman; Herbert L. Breed, Vice- 
Chairman). The thorough report of this 
committee contained many recommondations 
which, with a few minor changes, are to 
be submitted to the membership at a special 
election early in 1947. They include pro- 
visions for amendments bringing all the 
Club By-Laws up to date and assuring con- 


sistent procedures in all chapters. 


Membership Committee (W. B. Cun- 
ningham, Chairman; Kenneth D. Adam 
and James R. Harkins reporting). Statis- 
tics compiled by Kenneth D. Adam and 
James R. Harkins were presented in tabular 
and graphic form. They showed an increase 
in membership which, at the prevailing rate, 
would bring the total to the 5,000 mark on 
the Wednesday 
The total on December 7, 1946: 4,971, a 


/ 


following the meeting. 
gain of 1,107 since the first of the year. 
There had been some loss in numbers from 
1927 to 1934, but those losses had been re- 
covered by 1937, and increase was rapid 
from then until 1940, when there was some 
recession. Since 1944, however, gains have 
been rapid, especially in the Loma Prieta 
Chapter. A study of duration of membership 
was also represented graphically, and (based 
on a 25% sampling of the new members 
since 1923) indicated that little more than 
half the new members retained their mem- 


bership for more than two years. Only about 


16 of the membership studied have stayed 
in the Club for more than 12 years. Further 
studies are being made and will be reported 
in the future. Some recommendations made 
by this committee were integrated with 
those made by the Organization Committee. 

Editorial Committee (David R. Brower, 
Chairman). Mr. Brower drew attention to 
the necessity of actually begining work on 
a members’ handbook, production of which 
had been approved by the Board as early as 
1938. Only a small amount of copy was sub- 
mitted and the project was deferred. Mr. 
Brower pointed out that the handbook is 
now more badly needed than ever, in order 
to help the Club to assimilate its many new 
members. He proposes a book of the same 
size and format as a 144-page Bulletin, 
most copies of which will be paper-bound, 
but with a small supply of cloth-bound 
volumes available to those who wish to pay 
the extra cost. The contents of the book 
should include: “purposes and accomplish- 
ments of the Club, of committees, lodges, 
and other activities, with appendix listing 
publications, former officers and directors, 
endowments and other gifts, ski tests, outing 
equipment lists, etc.—a store of information 
for members.” The Board moved appro- 
priation of not to exceed $5,000 for the 
publication of the handbook, subject to final 
approval by the Executive Committee. 

Also recommended in the same report: 

1. Revision and expansion of the folder 
given to prospective members to inform 
them of the organization and purposes of 
the Sierra Club. 

2. Revision of the present schedule of 
publication of the Sierra Club Bu//etin, 
providing ten issues per year in the same 
format as the present bimonthly in addition 


to the annual magazine number. 
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3. Removal of all the operations con- 
nected with the mailing of the Bulletin 
from the Sierra Club office, having such 
work done by a commercial firm, so as to 
relieve the overtaxed workers and facili- 
ties in the office. 

4. That the Editorial Board be allowed 
to abstract the statement of the purposes of 
the Club (for use on letterheads and in pub- 
lications) in a shorter and hence more effec- 
tive form, thus: “To explore, enjoy, and 
enlist public support in preserving the natu- 
ral mountain scene.” 

5. Granting of authority to use the name 
of the Sierra Club in connection with pub- 
lication of a back-packing manual (now in 
preparation by the contributors to the Manu- 
al of Ski Mountaineering), stating that it 
is “Published under the Auspices of the 
Sierra Club.” 

6. An increase in annual dues to permit 
such a publication program as outlined 
above, “because membership in the Club is 
already worth far more than it costs, and a 
slight increase in its cost can make it worth 
far more still.” 

The Board approved these recommenda- 
tions—except for item 4, which was de- 
ferred—subject to the making of satisfactory 
financial provision, and to the approval of 
the Executive Committee. 

Make Provision for Increase in Dues 
The proposal for an increase in dues had 
also been made by the Membership Com- 
mittee, and had been implied in some other 
discussions; moreover, the necessity for an 
increase had lomg-been recognized by many 
of the officers. A motion was»passed that a 
50% 
and in admission fees, This brings them to 


increase be recommended, in dues 


$6 initiation fee and $6 per year dues (half 


rate in dues, or $3 per year, for junior mem- 


— 


bers and for spouse members). The pros 
posal is to be voted on at the same time ag 
the proposed revision in By-Laws, in the 
special election early next year. 

The Board heard a report on the South- 
ern California Chapter’s financial status 
and appropriated additional funds for office 
expense until the end of the fiscal year, 
by which time—it is hoped—the increased | 
dues will have been voted and the Chapter 


quota increased accordingly. 


It was moved that a $100 contribution 
to the Save-the-Redwoods League be made 
toward a memorial to the late Willis Linn) 
Jepson, a charter member of the Sierra Cluby 
and long an Honorary Vice-President. 

Vice-President Phil S. 


to the Sierra Club a large, framed photo= 


3ernays presented 


graph of John Muir, explaining that it had 
been copied from a portrait copyrighted im 
1909 by J. Edward B. Green. Mr. Bernays ¥ 
stated that Sierra Club members wishing® 
copies of the photograph may obtain them] 
by applying to the Southern California 
headquarters, 

It was voted that the Sierra Club con- 
tribute $5 per year in support of the work 
of the California Roadside Council. 

Mr. Robert L. Lipman was appointed to 
serve on a committee which is to study prob- 
lems of the operation of concessions im 


national parks and report to the Board im 
May. 


On the motion of Mr. Clark it was voted | 
that appreciation of Richard N. Burnley's} 


fine work as Chairman of the Clair Tappaan 
Lodge Committee be expressed; on Mr. 
Kehrlein’s motion Richard M. Leonard was 
thanked for his work as Chairman of they 
Outing Committee. CHarLottre E. Mauxk, 

For the Secretary 
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